ez DESIGN

The right fixtures can make, break
bath’s design aesthetics, budget

BY JENA TESSE FOX
GUENAFOX
bathroom’s furniture can
make a statement—hur
its fixtures are equally as
important, “The devil's in the de-
tails and fixtures are an example
of such,” said Céline Marcotte,

business dl:‘r:lqpmcnt manager
at Graff. “Fixtures can make or
break a design scheme—and
they also have an impact on
budges.”

OF course, there is a dizzying
range of fixcures available, and
designers and hoteliers have ro

carefully consider what message
they want their fixtures to con-
vey. “Chrome will always have a
place in design for bathroom fix-
wures,” said Douglas Fu, studio
director and project manager at
Puccini Group. “Brass marte fin-
ishes are also very popular right
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For ihe Montage Deer Valley in Park
Gity, Utah, Brasstech used classic
chrome fixtures from the company's
Newport Brass lina.

now—reflecting the current gen-
cration’s desire for an undertone
of ‘flash’ without being austere.”

Hotels in Canada tend o
like contemporary chrome and
nickel finishes on their bathroom
fixtures, said Chris Chmura,
hospitality business develop-
ment manager at Brasstech, On
the ather hand, hotels in the ULS.
have been opting for aged brass
for  strong-bur-wearhered look.
“A lot of things are very indus-
trial now,” Chmura said.

“Were noticing smaller bou-
tique hotels specifving fixtures
thar are minimalist in acstheric
and that offer a clean, sleck and
simplified look,” Marcotte said.
“In contrast, large huoxury hotels
are going in the opposite direc-
tion; designers for these brands
are demonstrating a preference
far gpecial brass finighes thar are
a bit more flashy.”

Chrome, brushed steel and
brass finishes not only fit 2 wide
range of aesthetics but can last
for vears through several reno-
vations. “In paricular, we have
noticed brass and metal finishes
lu:ing paired with marble coun-

and tile,” Marcotte said.

In the end, while aesthetics
are important for a bathroom’s
design, rerurn-on-investment
is always an imporant facter.
“Products that make for easy
maintenance will take prior-
ity every time; maintenance,
in essence, is time and money,”
Marcotte said.

“You can ger a very inexpen-
sive faucet, but then you have
1o weigh the maintenance on
the back end.” Chmura said.
A less-expensive fixture may
save money in the short-term but
break down faster, HM





