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Enhance the
shower experience
with bench seats
and multiple heads.

Barn doors
give the bath

different look. .

entryway a

New looks for bath
entryway, shower

[4 there amy part of the pusstroom more essential
than the bathroom? Since it's so integral to the
guest experience, the hospitality industey needs
to pay special attention to the latest trends in
bath design.

One of these trends begins with the very first
atep guests take into the bathroom, "Its the
siallest room in the entire hotel, bat it's the maost
relied on,” said Stacy Elliston, principal of Studio
11 Dresigm, “We'te looking more now to create a
barn-door experience so theres no door swinging
into the bathroom itself.

"Beveral Veurs apo, when we were SUH;\'I.'HI.i.l.'IH the
barn deors, it wasn't something the brands had
caught onto quite yet, so it was a litthe bit of a sell
to them to allow us to do that,” she said. "Mow,
there’s more recepltiveness because it dees make
sense, space-wise, [ts also not as cost prohibitive
anymare. [ think, moving forward, it’s going to
be more of the norm than the exception.”

Beyvond the enlryway, showers ave constanlly
evolving, “We're seeing that brands are starting
to accept a higher percentage of rooms with
showers, especinlly in quesn rooms, in lieu of
tuba,” 2aid Hiten Patel, VP ufrlt'i.'u']l.‘lplillt'nt and
construction, Vision Hospitality.

“Some brands and owners are looking to do a
door-less shower,” snid Elliston, "Obwviously that
requires a little it more depth and layoul of the
shower itaelf, but some really like it.”

Dwidre Schwartz, director of design & sus-
tainability, American Hotel Register, advised
focusing on the guest, “The shower experience is
second only to the sleeping expericnce to people,”
she noted. “Make them lacger, provide a bench
seat, and eonsider a hand-shower and multiple
hiends: that's memorakble,

“For resorts with amazing views, consider an
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Tips & Trends

Lighter colors are

easier to clean.

open bathing space with views out to nature,”
Szhwartz eontimmed. "Nothing can set the tone
of the day better than to cleanse with a view and
perhaps feeling the breeze caseade in,”

Lighter eolors are making their way into the
design aesthetic. “We are starting to see white
vanity tops—white quartz, for example—as well
as o lot of cast marble tub and shower surrounds
in liew of hard tile,” said Patel. “This helps to
minimize installation ervors and alsois a lot
easior to clean.”

Though a white scheme is a new tremd, it is
also key to making bath design last, "Most of the
finishes in a bath remain in place for quite some
timee, 5o [ would recommend going neutral for
the most part,” Schwartz said.

Brighter bathrooms also mean better lghting.
“One of the number one complaints we get from
ownership and properties are complaints sbout
Llizhting in bathrooms systematieally,” said Ellis-
tenn. “We're getting more feedback and requests
for a lit mirror—it has & huge presence. 1 want
ts create a nice light output. We are now getting
sorne leeway to ndd more decorntive seonces in
addition to that lighting.”

When it comes to renovation, one has to be
particulorly strategic to incorporate these trends
snecessfully, “In instances where a request for a
lit mirror is made, we have to make sare the ex-
isting mirror's big enough to cover the locations,
if we don't have the opportunity to add additional
seonees, snid Blliston.

In liew of decorative elements such as sconees,
Elliston leaves it up to the walleoverings to create
an inviting aesthetic, Schwnrte suggests using
the wall treatment, whether paint or vinyl, to ac=
cent the color scheme with a punch of color.

“When I first started, wolleoverings were so
decorative, and they had huge patterns to them,”
Elliston recalled, 1 think the trend has gone to
aclenner acsthetic—it isn't so fssy now, We've
been able to make a big splash with less ‘decora=
i’ to them,”

—Ivaniclle Snvith



