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Wilson belicves the movement toward Back finkshes stanad to gain
a more mainstream appeal in the past couple of years, and says darker
colors are on the nise. He sees a movement toward darker grays in 2007
Gold finishes are also doing well, he adds, and 2 matte black/gokd combs-
nation is strong

According 1o Neilsoa Howard, there's also strong demand for Anishes
and materials that combire 2 ratural, eanthy feel with medem style. "As
in peevious years, there's 2 stromg preference for sinks in nataral tones,
from earth tones moving into grays and even soft black, for an unexpect:
ed design punch.” she states. She also sees a trend toward high polish, or
“bling” in the bathroom

Lea Mendoza, senior produce desigrer foe TOTO USA in Motrow,
GA, agrees that there Is a move toward more natural materials in both
counters and lavatonies. "We're seeing an increase in stone as well as even
concrete being wsed to add 2 warmth and textuge to the more dean-lined
contermporary shapes that are increasing in popularity,” she sayx

SIMPLESTYLE

Although 1t's difficult to pinpaoint specific trends in style due to the
vast range of chotces available, regional differences and the desire to
be unique, manufacturers agree that overall, there is a move toward
simplicity
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“We focus on restmplifying spaces, bringing thoughtfil and beausifidl
designs to the space that create 2 imeless look with simple cperation and
even easier installation,” says Ramaker. *1 Grmly believe that a return to
mmpler times in 2 space for relaation fike a master bathroom s 2 top
trend in the bathroom today.”

This neeans 3 shant sowands transitional or modens design and away
froen the fussier dewll of mcee traditional tes. “We're really seeing people
come back toward that very clean, simple structure and stracght lines,” notes
Wilson. He adds that people are Jooking for things that. by nature of their
samplicity, have fluidity and motion to them without being overly contrived

Corsurners are dlso looking to maximize the use of space, This
bas led 10 an uptick in wall-mounted Gucets, manulacisrers say,
“Homeowners are becoming mwore conscious of how 1o best design their
space for increased comfort, cleanliness and maximum use of space.”
explains Mendoza. “As a result, there has been an increase in smaller wall-
bung lavatories andd wall-mesanted faucets, When paired with 3 wall-hung
toilet, 2 batheoom with imited space becomes much msoce open, casier 1o
clean and contemporary.”

PRACTICAL MATTERS

While finish and design style are certainly important when sclecting

sinks and fucets for the bath, manufacturers emphasized the practical
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