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Personal
Luxury

Showers are stealing the show in the bathroom
with the use of luxurious materials and finishes
and fully customized options to create a truly

personalized haven.
BY ELIZABETH RICHARDS

eslgners have Jong understoad the desire for a bathraorn that
acts a8 o private casls, a place where people can go to rela and
unwind And there's no element in the bethroam that can help
create this peacefil retreat quite ke 2 shower, which can be
designed o accomenodate a host of special features — steam, arormather
apy, chromatherapy and more—with a prirnary function of promoetiog
relawation.

I heuiry bathroarms, expansive showees that create a spa-like emd.
ronment with stearn, two showerheads, mulliple bedy sprays and seom
fior seating is gaindng in popularily,” says Jean-Jacques FHenall .p. of
design for Precstaway, N)-laged DXV American Standard, past of LIXIL

The shewes cannot be an afleetbought in the bath: every detall roust
be congidered while designing the overall space. *Showers are essential o
e design of a bathrooem, They are not enly a functional space for quick
and eagy cleaning, bul alse a place of escape or invigoration ” says Bric
Moote, interiar designes at the Kohler Design Center in Kahler, W1,

The addition of special features that custemize the shawer for each
individial user is one key trend in the industey. Other trends inchide
hm]ihmdwaﬂneﬁﬂntureg,d]g{hlmnﬂﬁhmdiﬁdmnlogyﬂu{addm
verdence and function, water conservation and finishes and matesials that
create texture and warmth. That's according o manufaciurers recently
surveyed by Klishen & Balh Design News,
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Sonoma Forge has expanded fs Yaber-
Bridge collection toincude the Exposed
Shrwser Systerminarumw option - aglass
wiadl mount. The industrial chic look
eatures rew acoessaries concealing the:
rnounting hardveare, providing a seam-
|ess appearance whennstallzd directly
o glass shower erciosures,

Clircle M. 155 on Praduct Card

Fantini’s Milanc Slim, created by
Franco Sargiand, i a walkmaunted,
stainiess steel shower pane| feaburing a
rainfall showerhead The panel includes
a buitt-in bizdly speay for added shawer-
ingaptions. Milana 36m s available in
stainiess steel,

Clircde N 157 oo Praduct Cand

HEALTHY HABITS

Mewpaort Brass' thermustatic shower
miwer and oo conbrol vakves ars can-
struched af soiid brass and awilablein2?
Finishe=s., The temperature-adjust hard
bz 2 safiety skap and index shawing the
desiired bemperabu e The muls-Function
showerhead festures rubber nozz kesand
incluckes five saray mades.

(Drele Ma. 156 on Praduct Card

Graff's Sade Corbemporary Square
Thermostatic Set w/Body 5pray &
Hardshoreeer pravides amodern loak
Far the shower. Featured = an B rain
showsarhead with 127 ceiling-mourted
sherear arm, flush-maunted seivel
bady sprays, handshower s=t with wall
bracketand %" thermestatic walve.
Circle: Ma. 158 on Praduct Cand

Uy Moen is 2 Wi-Frclowd -based
digital shower thatincludes a digital
vahe: enabling the usar te cannect up
o four shower deviczs. The confroller

Theshowes's smartphane app gives
users the ability to oreate up te 12
perscnalized presets,

Cirle Ma. 158 on Product Card

Thefirst collectian from THE Paris”
new in-house design division, Studia
THG, Dwean is a bath and shower fauscet
colbectian inspired by the Golden Age
af Auiation. Knured detailed fasteners
secure each valve base in place. Fin-
ishes include chrome, godd, soft gold,
mickel. rhodium siteer and rase gald.
Circle Mo. 163 on Product Card

Victoria+ Albert's Florin 20 2 thee
mustatic wal-maurited shower with
hardhadd atchenent featuringafan
cefail onthe fap handkes. An B round
showerhead provides aminshavesr ef-
fect. Aveilableinthres firishes, its ERA
‘WaterSense certied, |APMO Green,
CAL Green, LEED w4 and CED aparawed,
Circle Ma. 160 on Product Card

Asbon’s Neascape &5 frrmeless
rea-argle shower enclasure withinte-
grated taa-tier glass shedving is avail-
ablainfrosted glas. Offsrad inwidth
ard |ength sizes from 347 ko 42, i
stands 72" highand is made fram 10mm
ANSI-certified tampered glass and
304-grade stainkmss sheel hard ware.
Crcle Mo, 164 on Product Card

The Rotoks Bypass Ralling dacr series
feabures a narraw 1-ie" it gapand 2
I bulky header with up to V" play

in cut-ta-lergth header for installation
flexibility. The Rofoka from Basoais
availabde in a Chrome finish, with fithing
opening size ranging from 57°- 59" and
a huzightt of 7'

Circle Ma. 167 on Praduct Card

The Fasdne shower system fram Gessi
sportsa bevel detail and includes a
wall-mourtted showsrhead in mirrar
stenl with 2 21-34" projaction. A,
weall-miounted shaveerhead with a

17" prejectian and a comipanicn hard
shower set are aferedin avariety of
Finishes

Crcle Mo, 165 on Product Card

‘With an adjustable shawer fser and
arm, the 5702 B4 Exposed Tharma-
static Shower from Barber Wilsons
allaves usess fo tailor the shower to suit
their individual needs. fuilable with
wta bul spaut and hand s pragy,
pasad shower is oifered in 2
wariety of finishes.

iz M. 162 an Produwct Card

‘With a tapered design recalling the
shapes af the WManhabtan Bridge ped-
imenits, the Towrsend bath palkection
from Mmeerican Standard includes 2 67
showerhaad with asy-ta-clean nazles.
WaterSerme certified, the showerhead
is auailahle inpolished chrome, pelished
riickel, lagary brorze and satin nickel.
Cincler Mo, %66 on Product Card

With a geowing focus on health and wellness in our culbure, it's no sur-
prise to hear these elernents are inportant in the hathrootm as well.

According to Céline Marcotle, business development manager for
Graffin Milwaukee, W1, “The bath T hecame a refluge for wellness
and rejuvenation

Fix, senios director of thermostals and showees at GROHE,
haged it Gerrnang, and alee part of LIXIL, agrees. “The prime avea for
evglubion in e bathroom i related to health and wellness,” he says. “IF
yorid Jook at what eonsurners are dolng today with technology and wear-
ales, i a tatural evolution that, ot sotne podat, you will be able to colleck
sorne really bnporkunt data fram pouwr seart bathraam products.”

Ryan Rarnaker, ditector of product development foe Hansgrohe, based
in Alpharetta, G, says the shower Heellhas becorme 2 retreat. “Many
people are tow treating their showeting Hene like they would treat their
workoutgym Hme; with a gebagide Hroe perlod each day for relaxdng,
deep massaging o o pewerfial clean before 2 long day at the office,” be

says. “Todays showers offer all of these experiences, typically in an over
head ghewer, 2 cain head shower or 2 hand ghower®

Additioral featwres that proenote wellness and relavation ase also on
the rige. The addition of steam is just sne example. “Many hormeswners
ate beginning bo see steam showers 28 2 necessity, nol just a haowry,”

npmrﬂnﬂndlann,vp.u{mm-kzﬂngmdsﬂm:imnglghndﬂly,
Wibased MrSteam. “They are ing on nabaeal, 1
memmﬁmw}bem;mdneemhmngmn
part of thedr wellness lifestyle.” Building these wellness features into the
Tath is & trend they don't see slowling soan, she adds, aoting that detrand
for 2 home wellness experience in the steam shower is being addressed
“by adding aromathecapy, chroma lighting and musie therapy —which are
Tecamming ‘it haves' for 2 healthy hatheoom envlrontrent

INDIVIDUALIZED EXPERIENCE
Crstorndztion 18 exgential in every atea of the harne; bday's consiimers
have clear ideas ol what their sp inchade, ard huow tese el

Bloore eays that consumers wank excy updates that improve their
existing shower, allowing thern to create a custorn deeam shower with
it bple water delivery potts, steam and misle, Paying stlention o each
persan wha will be using the shower is also important, * Most of my
clients came in as couples and express a need for different things within
the shower, so the number of water delivery ports 1s ot to asimize, but
personalize the shower experience for each person,” he saps.

Other considerations, such as aging in place and rmilb-generational
wsers in onie hougehold, also play 3 sole in custirndzabion. A move toward
lowe- or nerthreshald showers s on the rise, as that configurabon Is sul-
:Neﬁ:thmh yau.ngandﬁld.et generstiong of users. Incoepotating hand

should fanctlon. And with saulbple usess in each harne, versatility is ceitical.

“Custormzation in the shower i the most sgnificnt ongoing design
trend, and one we're paping a lot of allention to," says Marcoble. “This
trend hag taken off argely b Tile prrod: haye
corne e ruarket, allowing designess to create a hathrooen that touly re-
flects the design scherme in mind "

“When fhinking about showerheads, desi should id
personal styles of homeewners,” says Michael Peloba, sendor product
rratinger for Moen in Notth Olmsted, OH. They also teed to koow what
ﬁmcﬂnnsihdrdlmhnsedmnttinmdgmnhnmﬂmhmlopﬁm.

d or 2 glide bar is another popular opbion, as it s easily
adaplable to usess of all sizes, and works whether standing oc siting,”
gaps L' HenxlT

CENTER OF ATTEMTION
Sh ate daining mote o i the Bath,
hmhhkingupmgpmmdﬂmlngnpmenﬂh&ma&pam
fresm the tub.
Today's bathrooms have a “shower-centric fous” accoeding to
Eamker‘ﬁ'hﬂeymhtu]:dyh&h&emanlﬁbﬂﬂl,hgnwﬂﬂsisalm
e in dary baths, especially if mmdtiple users
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